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Acts 18:23 - 21:16  

Verse 23 of chapter 18 is a transition statement telling us that after Paul had spent some time back in Antioch, he set out on his third missionary journey. We know little of Apollos for certain, but both Martin Luther and Lutheran historian Paul Maier theorize that he may have written the letter to the Hebrews. (No author is specifically identified within that New Testament letter.) As Apollos ministered in Corinth, Paul came to Ephesus, a city in which he would stay almost three years.

In Ephesus was a temple to the goddess Diana that was considered one of the Seven Wonders of the World. It was four times the size of Athens’ Parthenon. The presence of the temple drew tourists and worshipers to Ephesus as well as criminals who could claim immunity among its columns. The arena under construction during Paul’s visit would seat over 20,000. Visitors and citizens called the great trade city the “Treasure House of Asia.”  


Paul found disciples in the city, and also ministered to them in order to complete their understanding of Jesus. Even the bits and pieces of information spreading out from Jerusalem and Palestine brought seekers to believe in the Son of God. Far from rejecting their partial understanding, people like Paul, Pricilla, and Aquila helped these believers to a fuller understanding of the faith.

Paul continued teaching, persuading, and preaching at the synagogue. As one commentator puts it, “Three months in a synagogue without a riot was something of a record for Paul.” After leaving the synagogue, Paul took up hours in the Hall of Tyrannus. Early tradition says that Paul taught there from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., hours when most teachers would not require the building. The rest of the day Paul probably worked at his occupation of tent-making. 

Even magicians and exorcists were coming into the kingdom. The signs that God worked through Paul helped convince them that Jesus was both Savior and Son of God.

Demetrius was a wonderful example of a slick businessman. He was not concerned that his religion might be harmed by Paul’s preaching. He was just concerned that some revenue might be lost in the process. In verse 40 the city official cites a real danger. Rome did not tolerate riots, and were known to remove liberties from cities out of control. 

In chapter 20 Luke has rejoined Paul for the trip back to Jerusalem. Whether or not they had had opportunity to visit one another during Paul’s long stay in Ephesus is not clear. The winds for the journey must have been favorable since the distance from Philippi to Troas was about 150 miles. 


Was Eutychus killed by his fall? Luke the physician says that he was. 


Paul felt a great need to visit with the church leaders from Ephesus. He had spent around eighteen months with them a few years past. He knew that something unknown was coming in his life and that he would not see Ephesus again. His talk with the leaders reminds us that Paul had already written several of his letters to the churches. Life was not simple for them. Persecution, false teaching, and human nature were already creating problems. Paul persisted in his push to Jerusalem, rejecting the pleadings of his flock. 

 (MAPS concerning Paul’s life and journeys)
